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Happy 90th Birthday Lee Kuan Yew: 16 Sep

The VSC would like to
extend our well wishes
to Mr Lee Kuan Yew on
his 90th birthday.

Source: Straits Times

Ahead of marking a sig-
nificant milestone in his life
today, former prime min-
ister Lee Kuan Yew told
The Straits Times: "l am
lucky to reach 90." Asked
in an e-mailed interview
what gave him the great-
est satisfaction when he
looked back on an illustri-
ous life, he replied that it
was "to see Singapore's
progress".

He will be celebrating his
birthday with his family at
a private dinner. Several
world leaders sent birth-
day greetings to Mr Lee,

|

including Britain's Queen
Elizabeth Il, German
Chancellor Angela Merkel
and China's former vice-

premier Li Lanqing.

Mr Lee was born on this
day in 1923 in a house in
Kampong Java Road. He
was the eldest son of a
Shell employee and a
housewife.

In nine decades, he has
lived through the Great
Depression, the Japanese
Occupation, the Malayan
Emergency, merger and
separation, and Singa-
pore's journey from Third
World to First World.

He played a key role in
the major events of his
day from 1959, when he
became Singapore's first
prime minister, and came

to be well-respected
around the world as a
perceptive statesman. He
stepped down as Prime
Minister in 1990 and from
Cabinet in 2011.
Speaking to The Straits
Times ahead of Mr Lee's
birthday, Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong said his
father's greatest achieve-
ment was building a na-
tion "nobody believed
possible". "Nation building
is never complete, but Sin-
gapore would not be here
today but for Mr Lee."
What did he think was the
most important lesson to
be learnt from his father's
life?

"You must know what you
want to do, and not just
follow what other people
suggest or what the crowd
says," he said. "He was
also very good at per-
suading others to follow
him, so that in the end we
achieved together more
than we imagined that we
could."

Mr Lee, in his book pub-
lished last month, One
Man's View Of The
World, summed things up
this way: "As for me, |
have done what | had
wanted to do, to the best
of my ability. | am satis-
fied." ¢
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CONTACT

Summer goes by
so quickly and before
long Autumn kicks in!

In this issue, | wish to touch
# on the subject “Keep

| Membership Growing.”
Membership retention and
recruitment are critical
components to the chal-
lenges of any Club.
In my personal vision of a
club success, we need to
have a good diligent
team of exco members,
dedicated and hardwork-
ing. Everyone plays an

President’s Message... Violet Chan

important role. They do
their part not to receive
praise and glory but to
achieve self satisfaction
for the smooth running of
the club by increasing

the membership year af-
ter year! On this note |
wish to congratulate our
new exco member, Selvan
Doraisamy who had en-
rolled over ten new mem-
berships during his initial
period of service with the
Board. He showed his en-
thusiasm with his friends
and brought them into the

fold. By the same token, |
would like to invite all
other exco members and
all VSC members to bring
in more members, young

& old. Look around your
neighbourhood, workplace
or among friends for those
whom you believe can be
asset to the Club.

We definitely need new
blood and new ideas to
take over the Presidency
in the years ahead bring-
ing the Club fo a higher
level of success! ¢

A Quick Word... Editor, Kah Eng Koh

We really encourage you to send in your
contributions.

Time flies, and we are now doing the 2nd
issue of our newsletter. My first newsletter
has been a good learning experience,

. Please feel free to send your comments,
and | hope to improve.

articles and pictures to:
We are really happy to include articles

violetct99@gmail..com ¢
contributed by our members in this issue. @g

Club Obijectives:
1. To promote opportunities for Members to meet socially and to organize cultural and recreational activities.
2. To serve as an informal source of information and advise on Doing Business, Working and Living in Vancouver to
Members and newly-arrived Singaporeans.
3. To organize informal meetings and exchange of views with eminent Singaporeans visiting Vancouver on subjects of
general interest.
4. To carry out such other activities which promote the general welfare and interests of the Members and the Club as de-

termined by the Executive Committee in a manner which is consistent with the objectives stated above.

6417 Fraser Street, P.O. Box #60008 Fraser PO, Vancouver, BC V5W 4B5 , Canada
E-mail: violetct99@gmail..com ® Phone: 604-616-8258
www.singaporeclub.ca
www.facebook.com /vancouversingaporeclub
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COMING SOON!

Woatch for the Lunar New Year
Celebration Dinner.

Friday, 31st January 2014

Good Food & Fabulous Prizes!

Advertise with the Vancouver Singapore Club

Rates for Quarterly Newsletter

For Advertisements in Color

Full Page (Back Cover).........u....... $300
Full Page (Inside Cover) .............. $250
Full Page (Inside)...ceeeeceereeeeecncnens $200
For Advertisements in Black & White
Full Page (Inside Cover) ... $200
Full Page (Inside).....ceereeereeerennnes $150
Half Page (Inside)...c.cceerereererernnne $100
Quarter Page (Inside)....cccceuuecee. $50
Business Card (Inside)....ccoeueueeeenenee $25

Advertising Discounts:

1)  Members advertising their own
companies - 10%

2)  Advertisements placed in 2 con-
secutive issues - 10%

Single Line Advertisements
(Applicable to Restaurants & Shops)

For those who participate in giving 10 -

20% rebate benefit to Members.
*Special Advertisement Rate of $60
per year, payable in Advance. (Above
Advertising discounts do not apply)

Contact:
Robert Chia ......uuu...... 604-931-3020

Website Advertising
(per year):

Rotating Feature Banner.......... $1,000
Column Advertisement

(125 x 125 pixels) ccoevvrerercnees $100
Contact:
Violet Chan.....ceuueee. 604-616-8258
Or

Email: President@singaporeclub.ca
Website: www.singaporeclub.ca
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CONSUL-GENERAL FOR
SINGAPORE IN VANCOUVER

Mr. Terrance K. Salman
Suite 1700, 1095 West
Pender Street,

Vancouver, BC V6E 2Mé

T: 604-622-5281
F: 604-685-2471
E: van@sgmfa.gov.sg
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Residency in Canada

by member Robert Leong

“Where thou art, that is
. ,, g
:S home”...Emily Dickinson
: The issue of “residence” is an
PEl important one for permanent
f residents. A permanent resi-
‘4 dent must comply with a resi-
\‘ dency obligation of 2 years
; in every 5-year period, and
must show at least 3 years of
residence in the 4 years be-
fore any application for Ca-
nadian citizenship.

{

\

Canada Immigration has be-
come increasingly enforce-

CANADA ment-minded against
breaches of the residency
IMMIGRATION obligation. Proceedings may
HAS BECOME lead to the permanent resi-
dent losing status unless there
INCREASINGLY are humanitarian and com-
ENFORCEMENT  Passionate considerations
that justify the retention of
-MINDED status.
AGAINST

Here are 6 things you should
know about residency in
Canada:

BREACHES OF
THE RESIDENCY

OBLIGATION. How is the 5-year period cal-

culated?
For persons who have been
permanent residents for less
than 5 years, they must
prove at examination that
they will be able to meet the
residency obligation in the 5-
year period immediately
after they became a perma-
nent resident.
For persons who have been
i permanent residents for 5
- e years or more, they must
prove at examination that
i they have met the residency
obligation in the 5-year pe-
riod immediately before ex-

Gouvernement
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amination.

An examination takes place
whenever the permanent resi-
dent submits an application in
writing or seeks to enter Can-
ada. So, each time the per-
manent resident crosses the
border, or when the perma-
nent resident applies to renew
the permanent resident card,
it may trigger an examination
of compliance with the resi-
dency obligation.

How is the number of days
calculated?
A full day or part day of
physical presence in Canada
counts as a day. In other
words, if Peter left Vancouver
on Friday and stayed over-
night in Tulalip before return-
ing on Saturday, he would not
be treated as having spent
time outside Canada as he
would have spent part of Fri-
day and part of Saturday in
Canada.

Using passport stamps is not
reliable
With the introduction of per-
manent resident card scanners
at the borders, passport
stamps are no longer a reli-
able way fo prove entry into
Canada.

Immigration lawyers can assist
clients to obtain their Traveler
History Report from Canada
Border Services Agency, as
well as other jurisdictions that
have freedom of information
regimes in order to prepare a
comprehensive spreadsheet to
track and detail their time in
Canada after landing.

Canada has records of your
leaving to the US
From June 30, 2013, Canada
implemented an Entry /Exit Ini-
tiative whereby entry data of
permanent residents entering
the US by land are captured
by the US and then shared with
Canada.

You must maintain your PR status
pending your citizenship
application

Citizenship applications are

now taking at least 2 years to

process for straightforward
cases. You must not be the sub-
ject of an immigration investi-
gation, an immigration inquiry
or a removal order in the in-
terim period before your citi-
zenship application is proc-
essed.

There are rights of appeal

If a negative decision is made
against your permanent resi-
dent status or your citizenship
application, you have a right to
appeal either to the Immigra-
tion Appeal Division or the Fed-
eral Court of Canada, depend-
ing on the situation.

There are limitation periods for
appeals, and it is important for
you to consult a lawyer once
you obtain a negative decision
to avoid being time-barred.

With fewer immigration options
to Canada, permanent resi-
dents should not take their resi-
dency obligation lightly. Once
they lose their status, it may not
be easy to re-apply for per-
manent residence to Canada. ¢
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Achieving Financial Independence

by members Ms Florence
Yeo & Ms Kheng Sin Saw

People plan for
their vacations, weddings
and grocery lists, but do
not spend much time plan-
ning their financial future.
People do not plan to fail,
but they fail to plan.

Achieving financial inde-
pendence is within your
reach. Mapping out an
appropriate financial plan
will help bring you
through every stage of
your life, enabling you to
put your money to work
for you. A solid financial
foundation is essential to
ensure you and your loved
ones can live out your lives
without facing problems
brought about by a lack
of money.

Financial planning should
cover protection for you
and your family should
something unforeseen
happen. There could be
risks to your life or your
health. Coverage should
ensure the family has suf-
ficient funds to fulfil finan-
cial commitments for an
adequate period of time.
You also want to ensure
you have enough money
to enjoy your golden
years.

Key to the building of
your financial foundation
is to reduce your liabili-
ties. Pay off debts sooner

to minimize interest paid.
Then you can focus on
building and growing your
savings.

Planning for the future is
critical, and should start as
early as possible to take
advantage of the effect
of compounding in your
savings. Even saving a
small sum, perhaps $10 a
day, can result in a tidy
sum for your retirement.
Savings of $300 a month,
invested at 8%, will grow
to a sum of almost
$450,000 in 30 years.
This savings can easily be
achieved by small
changes in your spending
habits.

With the low inter-
est rates banks offer, af-
ter taking inflation and
taxes into account, you
could end up with less
spending power than you
started with. To keep
pace with inflation and

taxes, you need to have a
return that is higher than
the two combined.

To ensure you understand
the options open to you,
consult a financial advisor
who can guide you and
ensure you understand the
steps you need to take to
make a decision you will
be comfortable with. Peo-
ple with a financial plan in
place will probably have
peace of mind, knowing
the roadmap to achieving
financial independence. ¢

FINANCIAL
PLANNING
SHOULD
COVER
PROTECTION
FOR YOU AND
YOUR FAMILY
SHOULD
SOMETHING
UNFORESEEN
HAPPEN.
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Singapore National Day Banquet - 9 August

by member Brandon Bong

| am proud to say that |
was born a Singaporean
and grew up a Canadian.
Every few years when I've
W been back to Singapore, |
enjoyed every single day |
was there, eating local

| food, sightseeing and get-
ting acquainted with my
grandma, aunts, uncles and
cousins. Unfortunately, I've
never celebrated National
Day in Singapore, so |
don’t have the experience
of watching the grandeur
of the National Day Pa-
rades with uniformed per-
sonnel marching in preci-
sion, roar of the armoured
vehicles, nor the thundering
zoom of fighter planes
soaring by. These, I've
only been able to watch on
YouTube, or gather from
my parents’ recollection of
those days when they were
back in Singapore.

Recipients of Award Certs
(L-R) Emcee Robbe Hardnette,
Exco member Alice Crestejo, Life
Member Luke Tham, Belly Dancer
Jenny Nguyen, President Violet
Chan, Co-Emcee Clement Yapp &
Guest Artist Joyce Lan

This year’s celebration of
Singapore’s 48" National
Day was celebrated by the
Vancouver Singapore Club
at the Continental Seafood
Restaurant in Richmond. |
had arrived early with my
parents who were helping
out with the pre-dinner
preparations; my mother
attended to the reception

" desk and my father helping
with setting up the audio/

| video presentation that

B was to take place. The
ease and serenity of those
pre-registration hours were
short lived as guests
started pouring in through

e
Qur VIP Guests with the EXCO
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the doors before long.
Auntie Annie and my mom
were very busy, perhaps
even overwhelmed with the
lineup of guests checking in!
So | volunteered to help
out. It was hard work. The
line up at the reception
desk was brisk and continu-
ous until the dinner actually
started and I'm very grate-
ful for the guests who were
patient with us while we
found them their tables,
gave them their tickets, and
collected their money. |
hadn’t realized that these
events took quite a lot of
planning and effort to put
together.

Prior to the dinner, we all
stood up and sang both the
Singaporean and Cana-
dian national anthems.
Then it was time for some
speeches, welcoming the
many guests and important
dignitaries present.

The food was sumptuous
and | can hardly remember
what a spread the club
usually puts out since the
last time | attended a club
function. While we ate, we
were also entertained with
some singing and dance

performance. The MC went

from table to table, joking
and entertaining the crowd.

After dinner, we had the
prize draws. When | was
looking through the list of
prizes there was one prize
that stuck out prominently
for any young male adult:
the VIP tickets to Miss Uni-

verse 2014 Pageant. That
would have been quite the
prize indeed! Though | did
not win that prize, | won the
member’s grand prize of a
limited edition 1:100 scale
model of SIA’s Airbus
A380! When | heard my
ticket number called out, |
got up and started whoop-
ing as | ran to receive the
grand prize! It seems that
my enthusiasm caught on as
| heard a loud roar of ap-
plause and cheering while |
made my way over to the
stage. A big thank you to
Michael Wraight of Singa-
pore Airlines for donating
this prize! Our table must
have been very lucky, since
the grand prize of an iPad
Mini was won by another
guest sitting at our table:
our family friend Auntie
Lucy.

After the final prize was
called, some made their
way home when the danc-
ing commenced with music
provided by a live band.
This carried on till close to
midnight.

Happy Birthday Singapore!
L4

V4

(L-R) Violet Chan, Michael

Wraight (SIA) & Brandon Bong
(Winner of SIA’s Model A380)
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VP Michael Wong & Life Member Horace Bong at work!

Building a shed at the back portion of President Violet Chan’s house for the storage of VSC assets ond flles Violet Chan
offered to loan the backyard space to VSC shed for FREE!!

Merhberéhin Fees

General Member  (for Individual & Family) $25.00 per year

Life Member (for Individual & Family) $250.00 one time payment

Corporate Member (for Companies & All Legal Entities) $180.00 per year

Student Member  (for students in full time studies) $10.00 per year

Vancouver-Singapore Club
Membership Application Form

I T it oo i it TR T i e . T
Country of Birth: (Applicant]icssvmmsns T Sholsenwwnnssinianmmaas
o G B
{7 T PreMINGE s snwsmmins Postal Codeiuussmanmss
No. of Childrens .peomese BNl s i
Teli wumrsssanmmenvensi 52 7 R (3211 SRR
Datei et 20 e SIE A atTE L i e
Proposed By ssnsssasiiaiis SRR N s niitomivioicsiicossiitntiosit
Date Approved .......................... Membership No: ....c..uc... Expiry Date: ............
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VANCOUVER-SINGAPORE CLUB o FOUNDED

1990

R ARGBELAEERS
MJ’S NATURAL PHARMACY

& HEALTH FOOD 4 wf

PROFESSIONAL & FRIENDLY SERVICE

Tel: 604 323 1293 / www.mjspharmacy.com
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Branches:

MJ's No. 1: 6255 Victoria Drive @ 47" Ave., Van., Tel: 604-323-1293
MJ's No. 2: 6689 Victoria Drive @51 Ave., Van., Tel: 604-324-1293
MJ's No. 3: 1130-8260 Westminster Hwy, Rich. Tel.: 604-232-1293

MJ's Best Nutrition Centre: 7130 Kerr St. @ 54" Ave., Champlain Sq., Van., Tel:

604-439-1293

QARG BELARER G
MJ'S NATURAL PHARMACY

& HEALTH FOOD o _

PROFESSIONAL & FRIENDLY SERVICE ﬁ@

Tel: 604 323 1293 / www.mjspharmacy.com

Our staff members:

Canada, United Kingdom & Hong Kong Certified Pharmacist
Fluent in English, Cantonese and Mandarin

Professional & Friendly with Fast & Efficient Service

Our Services and Specialties include:

Accept All Major Plans

Free Monthly Diabetes Education Clinic with a Registered Nurse
Free Blood Pressure and Blood Glucose Monitoring Services
High Quality Mixtures Using Our Special Compounding Machine
Free Compliance Pack Service

Free Drug Delivery Service

Free Smoking Cessation Program

Free Medication Review

Wide Variety of Quality Health Products

Branches:

MJ's No, 1: 6255 Victoria Drive @ 47" Ave., Van., Tel: 604-323-1293

MJ's No. 2: 6689 Victoria Drive @51 Ave., Van., Tel: 604-324-1293

MJ's No. 3: 1130-8260 Westminster Hwy, Rich. Tel.: 604-232-1293

MJ's Best Nutrition Centre: 7130 Kerr St. @ 54" Ave., Champlain Sq., Van., Tel:
604-439-1293
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